
2018 – 2020 MEG Chapter Board Members 

Martha-Sue Blythe – Chairperson 

Martha-Sue Blythe joined the Episcopal Church after wandering aimlessly (spiritually) 

for many years. Diving right into the thick of the fray she began her journey through 

EFM and was one of the surviving 7 out of 16 that began the program.  

A member of St. Martin in the Fields in Brookhaven, GA, Martha-Sue has several active 

ministry involvements at her parish. For the last fourteen years Martha-Sue has done all 

the weekly assignments for Visiting Eucharistic Ministers. She has served as co-

President of the St. Clare Chapter of Daughters of the King where her leadership drove 

a declining organization to new heights and accomplishments. Membership expanded 

and Saturday monthly meetings are bulging at the seams with visitors and members.  

Martha-Sue is an active Verger, Eucharistic Minister, Intercessor, and Eucharistic Visitor. She can always 

be found in the sacristy on Sunday’s doing her part to ensure the service comes off smoothly. She has also 

served on or is serving: the Altar Guild, the Funeral and Wedding Service Team. She has also served the 

MEG Chapter in a variety of positions including: Secretary, Membership Chairperson and Vice Chair. 

Martha-Sue currently serves on the New Chapter Development Committee for the National Vergers’ Guild. 

She has a passion for getting things done, building growth, membership and involvement in organizations 

and for ensuring there is seamless communication within an organization.  

Martha-Sue spends her free time commuting back and forth to Atlanta from her permanent residence inside 

Callaway Gardens. Her hobbies include: golf, biblical and spiritual reading for reflection, communicating 

with others and service to her faith.  

 

Janice Davis – Vice Chairperson 

After retiring from corporate life in 2003 Janice Davis & her husband moved to 

Forsyth County and found a great church community at the Episcopal Church of the 

Holy Spirit, Cumming.   They were officially received into the Episcopal Church the 

following year.  At the request of the rector Janice became co-chair of the Newcomer 

committee and co-editor of The Dove, the parish’s monthly newsletter.  A short while 

later Janice transitioned to the roles of lector, intercessor, Eucharistic Minister and 

then to verger in 2006. Janice currently assists in training crucifers, acolytes and 

Eucharistic ministers, maintains the monthly worship schedules and is a member of 

the worship committee.   Janice has been a member of the Mark Emory Graham 

Chapter of the Vergers’ Guild for several years and in 2017 became a Fellow of the 

National Verger’s Guild of the Episcopal Church.     

In 2016 Janice’s husband, Ralph, had a tragic fall and was unable to complete his role as general contractor 

for Holy Spirit’s building expansion.  She took over his role and completed the project to honor Ralph’s 

commitment to the congregation.  If you find yourself in Forsyth County, come and visit our great space!  

The chapel has been dedicated to Ralph for his service to Holy Spirit.   

In September, Janice will begin her 5th year as co-mentor for one of the two Education for Ministry (EfM) 

classes held at Holy Spirit.   It has been a wonderful experience both completing EfM and mentoring others 



in this program! Last year she and her co-mentor also facilitated Sunday morning Adult Christian 

Education.   

Janice is a member of Lanier-Forsyth Rotary Club, serving as secretary for the past 2 years.  She and her 

daughter are partners in an e-commerce endeavor, Rubber Ducky Enterprises, selling toys and baby items 

in several marketplaces. She is also the proud grandparent of seven great grandchildren both here in 

Cumming and in California. 

 

Mark Adkins – Treasurer 

Mark was born in Henley-on-Thames, United Kingdom and baptized into the 

Church of England at All Saints Church, Long Ashton, Somerset, UK. He was 

subsequently confirmed into the Church of England in 1976 by the Bishop of 

Guildford whilst attending Charterhouse School. Mark became a member of St. 

Martin in the Fields, Brookhaven, GA in 2015 where he is a Verger, Eucharistic 

Minister, Intercessor, and an enthusiastic member of the Choir. 

Although British Mark has lived for much of his life in Georgia as a result of his 

family emigrating to the US in 1967. Most of his education until university, 

however, was in the UK where he attended firstly the Downs School (near the city 

of Bristol) and then Charterhouse School located in Godalming, Surrey. As for 

university Mark attended Georgia State University’s business school obtaining a BBA in Finance. Whilst 

at GSU he also joined the Atlanta office of Barclays Bank PLC and for the next 30 years enjoyed a banking 

career with Barclays, Fleet National Bank and Bank of America. Now retired Mark enjoys spending his 

free time, traveling, reading, and enjoying music. 

 

Tom Democko – Secretary 

Tom was born in Wilkes-Barre, PA and raised a Roman Catholic.  He now resides in Tucker 

with his wife, Cecilia, and has been, along with Cecilia and their three children, an active 

member of Church of the Epiphany since 1985.  Various church activities include choir, 

Sunday school teacher, vestry, to include serving as Junior and Senior Warden, lay 

Eucharistic minister, a member of the nominating committee (for the current rector), and 

verger. 

Tom practices as a Certified Public Accountant through his office in Duluth, Georgia.  He 

has served as an adult leader with Tucker Boy Scout Troop 129, where he has also served 

as treasurer, and has served on the board of Tucker Civic Association as treasurer, secretary, and district 

representative. 

Participation in a beautifully composed liturgy with an inspiring sermon and joining with the fellowship of 

the MEG chapter of Vergers are happy and fulfilling experiences for Tom. 

 



Julia Gable – Training Chairperson 

Julia is a lifelong Episcopalian and has been a member of three parishes, all in the 

Diocese of Atlanta. She was baptized at St. Thomas’ in Columbus, and moved to 

Atlanta and St. Martin in the Fields when she was one year old. She has been a 

member of Holy Trinity Parish in Decatur since 1997. Julia enjoys parish life and 

has served in many ministry areas at Holy Trinity including worship, adult Christian 

formation, finances, vestry, and stewardship. She currently serves as a verger, 

Eucharistic Minister, and choir member. Julia also serves on the Diocesan 

Commission on Stewardship.  

After serving as a Eucharistic Minister at Holy Trinity for several years, Julia was asked to consider the 

verger ministry, and she trained to be a verger in 2014. Veteran vergers DeDe Clark and Scott Miller set 

the tone for verger service—reverent, organized, flexible, supportive, and nurturing. They mixed in 

camaraderie, good humor and fun, providing an excellent model for verger training.   

Julia joined the Mark Emory Graham Chapter of the Vergers’ Guild in 2015 and served on the Host 

Committee of the 2017 VGEC Annual Conference held in Atlanta. Julia likes the behind-the-scenes aspects 

of the verger ministry. So many people—in fact, ALL the people!—are involved in worship, and the 

verger’s role is to support everyone in doing their part. A good verger is a thoughtful host, coach, greeter, 

manager, gopher, utility player (a baseball term for a teammate who is familiar enough with all the different 

roles so as to support everyone and be able to fill in for many of the positions if needed). Flexibility, 

hospitality, and grace go a long way any time, but for sure when you’re verging.  

Julia graduated from The University of the South and Virginia Tech and currently analyzes public health 

data as a statistician at RTI International. She is a baseball fan and enjoys listening to Braves games on the 

radio. She has nine nieces and nephews and four great nieces, and this her 31st year of being a proud aunt.  

 

Kay AnderSon – Communications Chairperson 

Kay joined St. David’s Church of Roswell, Georgia, in early 2005 after being absent 

from church since 2002. Baptized and raised as a Roman Catholic in Wisconsin and 

then moving to Georgia in 2002, Kay found herself lost at a few Georgia Catholic 

parishes.  

 

Living across the street from St. David’s Church, Kay decided to walk into the church 

and never walked back out. As a single mom to 3 children, Kay found that St. David’s 

was not only her spiritual outlet, but also her new family. 

 

With Father Ken Swanson’s blessings, Kay has been serving as a Verger since October 2015 for all 

services and was welcomed to the Hispanic ministry with Padre Antonio Brito. In addition, Kay serves as 

a Lector, Eucharistic Minister, and Welcome minister. Kay was invited to attend a MEG Chapter meeting 

in 2016, was asked to become a member-at-large, and has enjoyed learning how all the churches in the 

Diocese of Atlanta are different and yet the same. 

 

Kay, a previous Georgia law enforcement officer, earned her graduate degree in accounting and current 

works full-time as an accountant for two national companies while supporting her college sophomore 

identical twin sons and her 13-year-old daughter. 
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