
Phillip Knight – Chair 

 

Phillip is a cradle Episcopalian.  With his wife, Mary Kay, he moved to Cobb County from Texas in 1986; they have been 

married for 33 years.  They have been members of St Teresa’s Parish since August 1996, and he has been a Lector, Usher, 

Intercessor, and Eucharistic Minister for many years.  He is a current member of the Vestry, serving as Jr Warden. Their 

children, Caitlin and Andrew, grew up in that wonderful community of faith, and are now active in parishes of their own. 

 

He has been a Verger at St. Teresa’s since 2009, a member of the National Vergers’ Guild of the Episcopal Church since 

2014, and a member of the Mark Emory Graham Chapter of the Vergers’ Guild since 2012. After joining the MEG 

chapter, he began volunteering for duty as Teller at Annual Council, and have served at Diocesan Liturgical events 

whenever possible.  He was elected as the Chapter Secretary in 2014, and as Vice-Chair in 2015. He serves his Rector, 

and thus his Parish, because that ministry makes worship more accessible, engaging, and fulfilling for his brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

 

In his spare time, he enjoys woodworking in the basement shop.  He’s been known to read a book or two-generally dry, 

scholarly work, as he is bereft of any discernable sense of humour.  

 

If elected, he intends to use his time as chair to lead the MEG in a discussion of the fullness of our motto- Servitas in 

Cultu, et Cultus per Servitatem. (Service in worship, and worship through service) 

    

Martha-Sue Blythe – Vice Chair 

 

Martha-Sue Blythe joined the Episcopal Church after wandering aimlessly (spiritually) for many years.  Diving right into 

the thick of the fray she began her journey through EFM and was one of the surviving 7 out of 16 that began the program.   

A member of St. Martin in the Fields in Brookhaven, GA, Martha-Sue has several active ministry involvements at her 

parish.  For the last eight years Martha-Sue has done all the weekly assignments for Visiting Eucharistic Ministers.  She 

has served as co-President of the St. Clare Chapter of Daughters of the King where her leadership drove a declining 



organization to new heights and accomplishments.  Membership has expanded and Saturday monthly meetings are 

bulging at the seams with visitors and members.   

Martha-Sue is an active Verger, Eucharistic Minister, Intercessor, and Eucharistic Visitor.  She can always be found in the 

sacristy on Sunday’s doing her part to ensure the service comes off smoothly.  She has also served on or is serving:  the 

Altar Guild, the Funeral and Wedding Service Team.   

She has also served the MEG Chapter in a variety of positions including:  Secretary, Membership Chairperson and Vice-

Chair.  Martha-Sue currently serves on the New Chapter Development Committee for the National Vergers’ Guild.  

Martha-Sue has a passion for getting things done, building growth, membership and involvement in organizations and for 

ensuring there is seamless communication within an organization.   

Martha-Sue spends her free time commuting back and forth to Callaway Gardens from her permanent residence in 

Brookhaven.  Her hobbies include:  golf, biblical and spiritual reading for reflection, communicating with others and 

service to her parish. 

 

Rolando Thorne – Secretary 

 

Rolando Thorne is a lifelong Episcopalian, who has served in multiple ministries in the church that have included but not 

limited to Verger, Vestry, Senior Warden, Finance Committee Member, and Warden’s Council to name a few. His 

membership in The Diocese of Atlanta is at the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation in Southwest Atlanta. His 

membership at Incarnation dates back twenty five (25) years since his arrival from the Diocese of South Florida, Church 

of the Ascension. Prior to coming to Ascension, the Parish of his youth was The Church of the Intercession, Diocese of 

New York. 

Rolando’s role as Verger at The Incarnation has evolved over the past fifteen (15) years to also include the function of 

Sub-Deacon. He has been a member of MEG for approximately five (5) years.  He feels it is now time to take a more 

active role in the affairs of our Chapter. Therefore, the position of Secretary best suits his skill set to be a contributing 

member of The Chapter and its Board. 

After many years in Health Administration, he is now retired and currently filling newly available time with increased 

community volunteer work and giving more attention to my grandchildren.  

He is committed to the success of the VGEC 2017 Annual Meeting in Atlanta; to that end serving on the planning 

committee is an essential part of that commitment. 

More importantly, he has been married to Alda Swaby-Thorne for 38 years; from this union they have three children and 

six grandchildren. 



 

Karl Sachsenmaier – Treasurer 

 

Karl Sachsenmaier is a member of The Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta, Georgia. Since becoming a member in 1990, 

Karl has been engaged in numerous ministries and outreach programs. Starting with the St. Philips Episcopal Men’s 
Association where he was Vice- President. 

Karl next participated and captained one of the 9 Cathedral Usher teams for over 10 years and, in addition, took on the 

lesson readings as well intercession prayers. Reading the liturgy of the word on Sunday mornings allowing the word of 
God to reach and enrich the congregation’s experience. 

In 2005 Karl was asked to consider joining the Verger community at St. Philip’s and be more directly engaged in the 

execution of the services and the “Leading of God’s People”. After a year of training, Karl assumed the full time duties of 

a Verger.  This is an extremely rewarding liturgical experience and shows how dependent clergy are on the Vergers.  

Karl was also in the very first Stephen Minister’s class to be conducted at St. Philip’s. Ironically this was the same year 

(2007) that Karl Joined the MEG Chapter of the Verger Guild. Karl’s participation has been extensive, from arranging 

meetings and speakers to being elected and serving as Treasurer for the past 8 years. Karl’s finds that being a Verger is his 

most rewarding ministry as it allows the clergy to focus on the Liturgy and provide a meaningful spiritual experience to 
the Cathedral’s Parishioners. 

Karl is a VP of Sales and earned a bachelor’s degree at Clemson University in Management with a minor in Economics. 

He has also served on four Boards of Directors. He and his wife, Lana, have three daughters and four grandchildren. 

 

Ruth Anne Tatum – Training 

 



Ruth Anne Tatum was born at Crawford W. Long Hospital and has resided in the Atlanta area her entire life except for 

four years at UGA.  During her 34 years of teaching high school Language Arts in Fulton County, she earned a M.Ed. and 

Ed.S. from Georgia State University. 

She joined Brookhaven’s St. Martin in the Fields where she was married and her daughter baptized.  After retiring, she 

spent four years participating in EFM.  While searching for a new “calling,” she became involved in the new Verger 

ministry in 2003 and was commissioned as one of their first group of vergers.   

After joining the MEG chapter, her awareness of the duties and joys of being a verger expanded.  However, joining the 

national VGEC opened her eyes to a whole new level.  She has attended VGEC conferences in Nashville, Burlington, and 

St. Louis; is registered for Spokane in September 2016; and is on the Host Committee for Atlanta in 2017. These 

experiences have broadened her verger community and appreciation for being a “liturgical concierge of the Episcopal 

church” as Bishop Curry describes the role of a verger. Also, she has been a member at large for several assignments on 

the MEG board. 

Currently,  Ruth Anne is the lead Verger at St. Martin’s, where she has trained and mentored numerous teenagers as 

Eucharistic Ministers and even a teen Verger who is now a sacristan at the University of the South and served at her 

husband’s funeral last year. And, yes, she also trains adults as both Eucharistic Ministers and Vergers.   

Chuck Dale – Communications 

 

 

Chuck Dale, a cradle Episcopalian, moved to Georgia in 1983 becoming a member of St. Augustine’s.  He has served in a 

variety of leadership roles including Lector, LEM, Verger, Vestry Member for 5 terms, Senior & Junior Warden, 

Stewardship Chair (20 years), Finance Chair, and Chair of the Search Committee.  In 2012 he received the parish’s 

coveted Servant Leader Award.  He currently serves on a variety of Committees of the Diocese of Atlanta. . He and his 

wife, Terrie, have one daughter and one granddaughter.   

He was commissioned as a verger in 2005, became a dues paying member of our local chapter the following year, and 

joined the National Vergers’ Guild of the Episcopal Church (VGEC) in 2011.  He is a past Vice Chair and Chair of the 

MEG Chapter and is the current Communications Chair.  He is a member of the VGEC Annual Conference Committee.  

He serves as the Chair of the Host Committee for the 2017 Annual VGEC Conference to be held in Atlanta.  He enjoys 

being the Communications Chair and would like to serve for another term. 

    
 


