
MEG Chapter Board Meeting Minutes - July 25, 2015 

1.  Present:  Lorie Tola - Chair; Phillip Knight - Vice Chair; Karl Sachsenmaier - 

Treasurer; Mary Beth Westmoreland - Secretary; Chuck Dale - Communications Chair; 

Paul Davison - Training Chair; Ruth Anne Tatum - member at large. 

 a.  Lorie called the meeting to order and opened with prayer 

 b.  The minutes from the business meeting on June 13, 2015, were approved. 

2.  Lorie Tola presented the agenda and the following items: 

 a.  Kay AnderSon has joined the board as a member-at-large to work on the 

chapter's use of Facebook and Twitter.  She will also be working closely with Chuck on 

communications.  Chuck will continue to maintain the website.  Kay is currently a verger 

in training at St. David's.  . 

 b.  Chuck Dale is a new member-at-large in addition to remaining 

Communications Chair.  Chuck has agreed to be Chair of the Host Committee for the 

2017 Annual Conference.  Phillip and Lorie had discussed how to bring Chuck in as 

chair of the committee and recognized that it requires a two year commitment.  He will 

continue to remain Communications Chair for the remainder of his term.  As the 

conference gets closer, assistance will be given to Chuck on the communications role 

as needed. 

3.  Chuck Dale: 

 a.  Chuck presented a proposed vision statement for the 2017 conference.  The 

vision he presented had a goal of four services with Eucharist and an evensong service.  

He had talked to Bishop Whitmore about the possibility of inviting Presiding Bishop-

Elect Curry to attend and celebrate.  Chuck decided to pick dates and build the 

conference around the Presiding Bishop Curry's schedule.  To that effect, Chuck sent a 

letter to Canon Robertson presenting dates of September 14 or 15, September 21 or 

22, September 28 or 29, October 5 or 6 or October 12 or 13, 2017, and asking for the 

attendance of the Presiding Bishop and for him to celebrate Eucharist at the Atlanta 

Center for Civil and Human Rights.  That service would hopefully be held on the Friday 

morning of the conference to avoid Friday afternoon traffic.  We are awaiting a 

response. 

 b.  Paul and Mary Beth suggested having Chuck go ahead and contact the 

Atlanta Convention and Visitors' Bureau as well as the World Congress Center, etc., to 

determine if there are any large conventions that are scheduled for any of those dates. 

They noted that some of the conventions are so large that it would preclude attendance 

by the vergers at some of the more notable tourist locations so it would be beneficial to 



have that information in the event we had options with the Presiding Bishop. That task 

was presented to Chuck to complete. 

 c.  Chuck also presented a letter from Bishop Whitmore to include with the 

package to the VGEC along with other information in our application to host the 

conference.   

  d.  The board gave approval for the general vision statement including: (1) a 

choral evensong (Karl noted the need to confirm the availability of the Cathedral 

Evensong choir), (2) Eucharist at the Civil Rights Museum hopefully with the Presiding 

Bishop, (3) Eucharist on Saturday at St. Paul's with a suggestion of Andrew Young as a 

possible preacher, and (4) a Festival Eucharist at the Cathedral on Sunday (which has 

been agreed to by Bishop Wright).  No final details, locations or speakers have been 

approved at this time. 

 e.  Discussions  were held about possible speakers and topics including inviting 

Bishop Alexander and looking at the acolyte festival for possible topics.   

 f.  The board discussed possible meal options but no decision was reached and it 

was concluded that was not necessary at this time.  It was agreed we needed to have 

only one hotel location for purposes of transportation and the final banquet would have 

to be provided by the host hotel if it is held at the hotel. 

 g.  We also discussed transportation issues.  Karl will talk to the Cathedral about 

how transportation has been handled for other events such as the Homeless Requiem 

ministry which transports the homeless to and from the Cathedral.  

 h.  Karl noted the need for a letter from Bishop Wright, etc., but the Bishop and 

the Dean are not available in time to have one for the initial package.  Chuck will write a 

letter to be approved by Lorie and then given to Karl to get signatures to have for the 

final presentation on October 1st. 

 i.  The budget for the conference was discussed.  The registration fee is set by 

the VGEC at $200 and will have to cover speaker fees, transportation and any meals 

provided as part of the conference. 

 j.  Chuck proposed several committees to begin working.  It was noted that many 

things do not have to begin immediately and we needed to focus on those things that 

must be accomplished early on.  The following committees were suggested for this 

year:  worship, publicity, meals, accommodations, speakers/lecturers.  Paul volunteered 

to work with the worship committee.  It was also suggested that Kay could work on the 

publicity committee.  Various names were suggested for others to work on various 

committees, particularly to begin work on accommodations.  Karl was to go through the 



list from the summer meeting and send it to the board showing those who attended so 

the board members can suggest others to contact.  Committee chairs or members 

should be cleared through Lorie before making contact.    

 k. There was a discussion about the board 's possibly paying for some expenses 

and about getting a graphic designer to do a new copy of the MEG chapter logo for use.   

 l. Chuck also discussed the need for a slogan for the conference (like the "Meet 

Me in St. Louis" from this fall's conference) and referred to the "draw the circle wider" 

logo from Bishop Wright.  Chuck is to contact Nan Ross about possible graphic 

designers and maybe discuss the logo. 

 m. It was also mentioned we need to consider gift bags for attendees. 

 n.  Plan B - if the Presiding Bishop cannot come another option would be to have 

Bishop Wright celebrate Eucharist at the Civil Rights Museum and have Bishop 

Whitmore for the festival Eucharist. 

 o.  Initial deadlines require the preliminary application package to be sent to the 

VGEC by August 10th and any other information sent before the Executive Committee 

votes on October 1st.  The final products to be presented should be proofed by Ruth 

Anne and cleared by Lorie and Phillip before being sent. 

4.  Karl:   The acolyte festival is to be in 2016. It should be in January or February but 

Karl has not gotten anything specific at this time.   

5.  Chuck noted there was a request to participate in another "Hearts to Serve" 

conference in the spring. The Board voted to approve Lorie advising we try to assist and 

get other vergers to help. 

6.  Chuck also had a request from Susie Whitmore to assist with Rainbow Village in 

May or June.  Lorie is to let her know we will try to provide assistance. 

7.  We discussed being sure that prior to committing the members of the chapter to 

participate, the chair needs to be brought into the discussion and perhaps get board 

approval since it would involve commitments from other parishes. 

8.  The meeting closed with prayer by Phillip Knight.  

 



 

Addendum to minutes - August 10, 2015 

Subsequent to the meeting the following actions were approved by the Board via email. 

1.  The Board approved spending $250 for the design of a slogan and logo for the 

conference. 

2.  The Board voted on and approved a slogan and logo to be used for the 2017 

conference. 


