
MEG Board Meeting 
Wednesday, January 9, 2019 

Conference Call 
Agenda items for MEG Board Conference Call: 
  

1. Read out from Martha-Sue and Janice on meeting with Canon JTQ on - Acolyte Festival and the Changing Role of 
the Verger 

2. Agenda for May 11 Assembly in Jasper, GA 
3. Open Board Meetings 
4. Establishing a Drop Box for MEG Board for documents all Board Members should have access to 
5. Any new business 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 P.M. by conference call 

Martha-Sue Blythe convened the meeting, attended by Martha-Sue Blythe, Janice Davis, Kay AnderSon, and Tom Democko. 

Under the first item on the agenda for the meeting, Martha-Sue asked Janice to recount a meeting with Martha-Sue, Janice, 
and The Rev. Canon John Thompson-Quartey (“JTQ”) to discuss the Diocesan Acolyte Festival (“DAF”).  Discussed was 
whether the DAF would be “owned” by the diocesan Youth and Young Adult Missioner, Easton Davis.  JTQ believed the DAF 
was not on Bishop Wright’s “radar” and that neither he, nor Easton Davis would own the event.  Martha-Sue noted a 
meeting with Bishop Wright, JTQ, Easton Davis, Janice, and herself was suggested, but JTQ believed there was no interest in 
such a meeting.  JTQ also believes that the MEG Vergers should not claim responsibility for the DAF.  Martha-Sue then asked 
Janice to report, from the same meeting, on the changing role of the verger.  Janice offered the premise that the 
fundamental role of the verger is to support clergy, as needed, in their respective parishes.  It is believed, Janice continued, 
that some clergy do not fully appreciate the verger ministry and that parishes without a verger may be unaware of the value 
of the verger as a resource for clergy support.  JTQ received positively the idea that MEG might undertake to contact the 
Rectors at parishes not employing vergers to discuss that ministry and offer support, and to re-recruit vergers already in 
place in diocesan parishes to renew their interest in the diocesan verger ministry, perhaps with a commissioning of all 
diocesan vergers.  Having a diocesan sponsor, such as JTQ, for the verger ministry was mentioned as being desirable to 
promote the ministry in the diocese. 
 
Under the second item on the agenda, Martha-Sue expressed gratitude to MEG member and fellow verger, Ric Sanchez, for 
offering the facilities of The Episcopal Church of the Holy Family in Jasper, Georgia to host the May 11, 2019 MEG assembly.  
Janice offered that JTQ would attend the assembly and discuss the role of the verger and the direction of the Diocese of 
Atlanta.  Kay asked if some of the May 11 assembly might be “live-streamed” for others to view remotely.  Janice 
emphasized that the assembly should build community in favor of broadcasting the meeting.  Martha-Sue noted that Bishop 
Wright offered to attend the May 11 assembly, limited to 9AM through 10AM.  Martha-Sue said she was inclined to decline 
Bishop Wright’s attendance since his time was limited, as such. 
 
Under the third item on the agenda, Martha-Sue offered that the MEG Board should undertake to publicize board meetings 
and allow attendance by all vergers in the Diocese of Atlanta.  Tom suggested that using administrative MEG Board 
meetings, with limited attendance, to focus on matters that may be tedious to others, and allowing for other MEG Board 
meetings with open attendance, might enhance interest.  Janice noted that the practice with Rotary, in which she is a 
member, is to publicize all meetings and allow for open attendance.  Kay said that both ideas had merit. 
 
Under the fourth item on the agenda, Martha-Sue suggested that the MEG Board use a Dropbox account to make various 
documents available to all board members. 
 

Martha-Sue then discussed future meetings of the MEG Board at 7PM on the first Thursday of each month, hereafter.  All 

agreed. 

The meeting concluded at 7:48 P.M. 


